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Dear all,
I hope you are well and you are looking forward to a peaceful and relaxing half term with your
families. Although we continue to face challenges, both at school and in our daily lives, with COVID19, I am very proud that Millbank Academy, Pimlico Primary and Churchill Gardens have continued
to give our children the very best education possible: I am incredibly lucky to lead such a dedicated
and resilient community of teaching staff and parents. Since January, our teachers have worked
tirelessly to support our pupils, and the attitude of each child has been exemplary and a credit to you
as parents and carers. Whether it is in English lessons on Shakespeare, history lessons on the path to
women's suffrage or science lessons on the evolution of life, it has been a joy to see how engaged
our pupils are in their learning and how much progress each child has made. As we approach spring
and the days start to get longer and warmer, I look forward seeing our teachers continuing to teach
compelling and well-paced lessons which challenge our pupils.
I wish you all a safe, peaceful and relaxing half term with your families, and I look forward to
welcoming you back on Monday 21st February.
Best wishes,
Mrs Gamon Executive Principal

As we end this half term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support
and understanding as we continue to navigate our way through another term full of challenges due
to COVID-19. This half term has seen many pupils, parents and staff absent due to COVID and we
continue to be grateful for how thorough and reactive you as parents and carers have been. As
always, I am extremely grateful for your patience and flexibility throughout these times.
Despite these challenges, I continue to feel a huge sense of pride that we have continued to offer our
children the very best education and enrichment opportunities possible. We hope, as the spring term
progresses, that this will continue to go from strength to strength.
I am sure that you will agree, the children’s resilience and perseverance has continued to shine this
term. To mark Children’s Mental Health Week, DfE has published its third annual State of the Nation
report which shows children and young people’s wellbeing is gradually improving, despite the
challenges that remain. The report shows a link between regular attendance at school and positive
wellbeing across all age groups of children and young people, highlighting the positive impact of being
in face-to-face learning and in school. Therefore, we look forward to continuing to see more
consistent attendance from our pupils as we move throughout the rest of this academic year.
As Mrs Gamon announced on Wednesday, I am pleased to share that I will be welcoming a baby in
the summer. I know that Miss Bains will make a wonderful acting Head of School next academic year
and the school will continue to thrive under her leadership.
I would like to wish you all a lovely half term break and I hope you all have a relaxing time with your
families. I look forward to seeing you all again on Monday 21st February 2022.

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and
positive use of digital technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national
conversation about using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically, and creatively.
Safer Internet Day was on 8th February and was celebrated with the theme ‘All fun and
games’? Exploring respect and relationships online’. I am sure that you will agree that
technology will continue to play a huge part in our lives. Therefore, ensuring that it is used
safely and in an informed way is very important. Please find below some suggestions of what
you can do at home to keep your children safe.
As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online.
You don’t need to be an expert on the internet to help keep your child stay safe online.
There are lots of resources and advice to support you as you support your child to use the
internet safely, responsibility and positively. We know that lots of our pupils like to use
games consoles and play online versions of games. Please find some suggestions below to
help with keeping them safe.
How to start a conversation with your child about gaming safely:
Why do you want to get a games console?
Whilst deciding if it is time for your child to have their first games console can be a great
opportunity to find out what your child expects to use it for. This could be for playing online,
playing with siblings or friends, or for playing by themselves.
What do you like about your games console? What is your favourite game?
If your child already has a games console, you can ask them about their favourite things to
play, you can ask them to teach you to play the game and explore the ways to report and
block players or content whilst playing together.
What game do you really want to play?
When talking about games your child wants to play, you can take a moment to discuss age
ratings and what different content is available on different games. This can be a good
opportunity to discuss your expectations around the games that your child can and can’t
play.
How do young people your age use their games console?
Learning about the way that young people are using devices and games can give you an
insight into why your child may want a new game or console.

How can we as a family help you to manage the time you spend gaming? Can we do
anything to help you use the games console more safely?
Finding out how your child wants to be supported whilst online is a great way to open up
wider conversations around online safety and the issues young people may face whilst
gaming. You can also look at establishing a family agreement to manage your families time
online.
What would you do if something worrying or upsetting happened on your games console?
Tell your child what they should do if something goes wrong while using it. This could be to
close the screen and tell an adult.
Talk with your child about responsible use of their games console
Discuss what is okay and not okay to use it for and look at the possible risks. Tell your child
what they should do if something goes wrong while using it. This could be to turn off the
screen and tell an adult.
Think about the location of the games console
Will it be in a shared family space or in a bedroom? Think about: setting time limits;
reminding your child about the risks of communicating online with people that they do not
know; and encouraging them to come to you with any worries.
Explore parental controls
Take a look at the controls available both on the games console itself and on your home WiFi. Talk these through with your child too. Parental controls are a helpful tool, but an open
conversation with your child is the most important thing.
There are lots of great resources online to help support children keep safe online. Please
see some suggestions of websites below:
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

It has been a busy term on the enrichment
front. Reception classes enjoyed a fruittasting, organised with the school kitchens,
introducing them to new flavours and to the
concept of balanced nutrition to make our
bodies grow.

Year 1 children have enjoyed time outdoors learning to use binoculars – birdwatching.
The weekend of the 28th January is the RSPB’s Big Bird watch, with children introduced to
the ideas of observing nature (quietly) and noticing behaviours and different bird species.

Our Year 3 and 4 children enjoyed a visit
from Shakespeare for Schools. Year 3
children watched a performance of the
Tempest, before having a go themselves at
acting out scenes. They also made masks in
order to prepare for the different roles.
In Year 4, children were able to enjoy the
performance of Macbeth, seeing the
performance of Shakespeare’s lines in a
shortened form, and looking at how a
narrative format translates into a play.

Year 5 children will be visiting Museum of
London’s Victorian Gallery just before half
term, as we have studied, for English, John
Diamond (a book set in early Victorian
times) and will be going on to read Hound of
the Baskervilles (set in late Victorian times).
This will give children a real feel for the way
in which the Victorians lived.

Year 6 children are visiting the National
Army Museum.
This showcases the
development of Britain’s national provision
from its foundations under Charles I
through to the current day – an evolution
from the private militia raised by barons. In
particular, children will get a chance to
understand the lives of soldiers, both on the
battlefield and off, and links with the major
military events that children have studied
during Years 5 and 6, from the Napoleonic
wars through to the First and Second World
Wars.
Clubs have remained very busy this term. Ballet and our sports clubs have been
particularly successful this term. Next term, all these clubs will continue, and perhaps one
or two new ones with the improvement in daylight.
There will be an opportunity for Pimlico Primary children to participate in the Easter
Holiday Club. This will run at Millbank Academy during the February half-term break.

The Pimlico Musical Foundation, a local charity, are looking for a highly motivated individual
to join their management team in the newly created role of General Manager. This role
encompasses both general management, strategic development and fundraising. The job
description and details on how to apply can be found in the below document.

More information on the Pimlico
www.pimlicomusicalfoundation.org.uk

Musical

Foundation

can

be

found

at

Please find an advert for our next round of recruitment webinars taking place next half term, the link to sign up can be found here.

This term, in Reception, the children have been learning about their bodies. They have been
learning the names of our internal and external body parts. Children have learnt the
importance of healthy eating, and they had an opportunity to try new fruits during a fruit
tasting experience.

In Year 1, the children have spent this term learning about states of matter. They have been
investigating solids, liquids and gases and how they have different properties. To develop
their understanding, the children have been conducting experiments to explore how the
properties of different types of material might make them appropriate for different
purposes.

Year 2 carried out an investigation into activities that raise heart rate. They completed 3
physical activities for 1 minute per activity, measuring their heart rate after each one. They
concluded that the activity which raises one’s heart rate the most is running.

In Year Three, students have been learning about different organisms and their life cycles
and producing comparative pieces of writing.

This term, in Science, year 4 have been delving into the study of ecology: the study of
ecosystems and how different organisms interact with each other. The pupils have
developed their understanding of feeding relationships; what constitutes a producer or a
consumer; and how mutualistic relationships function as part of a wider food web.

In Year Five, students have been learning about how vaccines, in conjunction with the
normal action of the immune system fights disease.

In Y6, the children have been studying the human body: specifically, different organs (the
eye, mouth, nose, stomach, heart and muscles) and how they are adapted for their function.
This builds upon their previous knowledge of cells, tissue, organs, organ systems and
organisms.

Please note, that these dates are subject to change and more workshops may be
added throughout the year. We will be in touch with any additions to our key
dates so do please make sure your contact details are up to date!
Monday 21st February 2022 – School reopens for term 4
Monday 21st February 2022, 3pm – International Mother Language Day
Celebration
Thursday 24th February 2022, 8:45am – Maths Calculation (Multiplication) with
Miss Bains
Wednesday 9th March 2022, 9am – SEND Parent Coffee Morning with Miss
Fisher-Munoz
Thursday 17th March 2022, 9am – Maths Calculation (Division) with Miss Bains
Thursday 17th March 2022, 3.:40 – 6:30pm – Parents Evening
Tuesday 22nd March 2022, 3.:40 – 6:30pm – Parents Evening
Friday 1st April – Term 4 ends

